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Vigilance probe sought into

{500 cr sugarcane loan scam

Allegations of misuse
exceeding I500 crore
in loans issued under
the guise of sugarcane
cultivation surface

POST NEWS NETWORK

Nayagarh, March 30: Coop-
erative leaders have demanded
a Vigilance inquiry into an al-
leged scandal of ¥500 crore in-
volving sugarcane farm loan
in the district which surfaced
recently.

The demand for inquiry, and
allegations about the scam were
raised by cooperative leader
Sanyasi Pradhan during the
district-level Cooperative Fes-
tival held at the Zilla Parishad
Conference Hall Saturday.

According to a report from
the District Agriculture De-
partment, no sugarcane culti-
vation has taken place in the
area. However, the Coopera-
tive Department has allegedly
disbursed loans exceeding 500
crore on the pretext of sugar-

~cane farming.

Pradhan expressed concern

that subsidies were being mis-
appropriated through fraud-
ulent paperwork by claiming
loans for sugarcane cultivation.

He said a preliminary in-
vestigation into these loans
revealed that over 20 crore
worth of subsidies might have
been misappropriated, casting
doubt on the role of the Cooper-
ative Department.

Sugarcane cultivation in Nay-
agarh district has been declin-
ing since the closure of sugar
mills. Apart from areas like Kri-
dashpur and Jemadeipurpatna,
sugarcane farming has largely
ceased. A handful of farmers
continue to cultivate sugarcane
to keep the tradition and crop
alive, particularly to preserve
the popularity of local jaggery.

Though most sugarcane farm-
ers did not reportedly avail
loans for raising the crop,
the Cooperative Department
claims to have disbursed loans
exceeding %500 crore to farm-
ers for the 2024-25 fiscal year.
Investigations suggest that re-
ports of sugarcane cultivation
are being fabricated to siphon
off subsidies.

Farmer leader Ranjit Dal-

abehera stated that sugarcane
farming has effectively disap-
peared from Nayagarh district.
He alleged that funds intended
for sugarcane cultivation sub-
sidies are being diverted for
other purposes.

According to an RTI finding,
while the Cooperative Depart-
ment claims to have issued
loans for sugarcane farming,
the Agriculture Department
maintains that no such culti-
vation is taking place in the
district. “This discrepancy in-
dicates a potential scam requir-
ing thorough investigation,”
Pradhan said.

Sources said the loans were
disbursed through nine branch-
es of the Nayagarh Central Coop-
erative Bank during the 2024-25
fiscal year: Sharanakul, Odaga-
on, Itamati, Nayagarh, Gania,
Mahipur, Daspalla, Khandapa-
da, and Bhapur.

Pradhan stated, “There needs
to be an investigation to de-
termine which farmers have
taken these loans and wheth-
er they are genuinely engaged
in sugarcane farming. Only a
proper inquiry will reveal the
truth.”

The conflicting reports from
the Agriculture and Coopera-
tive departments highlight a
significant irregularity. The
investigation is necessary to
establish the truth and hold
those responsible accountable,
he added.

Pradhan wondered how co-
operative banks and farmers
are going to benefit if such cor-
rupt practices prevail in the
absence of adequate checks.
“This systemic corruption
within the system has to be
exposed,” he said.

State

Two youths
drown |n KoeI

POST NEWS NETWORK

Rourkela, March 30: Two
youths died by drowning while
bathing in Koel river under
Bisra police limits near here
Sunday.

The deceased were identified
as Pradip Tarali, 19, of B-block,
house no-177 in Sector-17, and
Ashirbad Barik,19, of C-block in
Sector-8 in Steel City. Howev-
er, no reports were filed in con-
nection with the incident at the
local police station by evening,
when reports last came in.

Sources said both of them
worked for a tent house and
DJ firm in Rourkela. On Sun-
day, they went to take bath
at Karkata ghat of the river
along with two friends. While
bathing, they slipped and went
deep into the water.

Locals rescued Ashirbad im-
mediately, but Pradip was res-
cued in evening after a hectic
search. They were rushed to the
Ispat General Hospital where
doctors pronounced them
dead. Police and fire person-
nel were also pressed into the
rescue operation.

Man beatlng elephant in viral video identified

POST NEWS NETWORK

Keonjhar, March 30: The For-

est Department claimed to have

identified the person who was

seen beating an elephant with

sticks in a viral video in Keon-
_jhar district, recently.

The department launched a
hunt after the purported video
of the incident went viral. Di-
visional Forest Officer (DFO)
Dhanraj HD identified the ac-
cused as Sipun Behera of Kanti-
apada village under the Patana
forest range. The Forest depart-
ment has also released a photo
of the accused.

Behera is said to have been

identified by some foresters and
forest guards from Champua and
Patana ranges after they came
across the video. However, the
miscreant has not yet returned
to the village and is currently
absconding. “The accused will
be arrested under the Wildlife
Protection Act,” Dhanraj said.

NMO organises blood
donation camp at VIMSAR

POST NEWS NETWORK

Sambalpur, March 30: In a
noble initiative to celebrate the
Hindu New Year, and address
the perennial requirement for
the ‘fluid of life’, the National
Medicos Organisation (NMQO)
and the Indian Public Health
Association-Odisha organised
a blood donation camp at Veer
Surendra Sai Institute of Med-
ical Sciences and Research
(VIMSAR) at Burla in Sambal-
pur district, Sunday.
Students, doctors, and local
volunteers, significantly con-
tributed following which 50
units of blood were collected
during the camp. The collected
blood will aid accident victims,
sickle cell and thalassemia pa-
tients, and those undergoing
surgeries, said Dr Sanjeeb Ku-

The collected blood
will aid accident
victims, sickle
cell and thalassemia
patients

mar Mishra, assistant professor
and organisational secretary,
NMO-0Odisha Paschim.
VIMSAR Superintendent
Prof Lal Mohan Nayak inaugu-
rated the camp alongside Prof
Subrat Pradhan, vice presi-
dent of IPHA Odisha; Lilarani
Swain, Nursing College tutor
and other dignitaries like Shan-
kar Panda. Prof Nayak lauded
the effort, emphasising the im-
portance of such camps in en-
suring a steady supply of blood.
Dr Mishra expressed gratitude
to all donors and participants.

However, the Forest sleuths
are yet to identify the exact lo-
cation where the incident took
place which has raised questions
about the department's investi-
gative skills.

Elephant-related incidents are
common in Keonjhar district.
Herds of elephants often react
aggressively when provoked by
people. In the past, there have
been instances of locals throw-
ing fireballs at elephants, pelting
them with stones, and beating
them with sticks to drive them
away. Many individuals have
also taken selfies, or recorded
videos of these acts to share on
social media, drawing wide-

BJP worker shot dead in Ganjam

POST NEWS NETWORK

Kabisuryanagar, March 30:
Unidentified miscreants shot
dead a BJP worker on the main
road of Pathrapalli village, un-
der this police limits, in Ganjam
district over unknown reasons
Sunday morning, police said.

The victim was identified as
Lakshmi Narayan Paikaray,
55, alias Kuna, a contractor by
profession, of Athagarhpatna
village. He was an active BJP
worker and a close confidante
of Kabisuryanagar MLA Pratap
Chandra Nayak.

Nayak alleged the involve-
ment of Opposition BJD workers
in the murder, while the Addi-
tional SP (ASP) said that the rea-
son behind the killing is unclear
and is yet to be ascertained. This
is the second murder in the Kabi-
suryanagar Assembly constitu-
ency area during last three days.

spread condemnation from an-
imal welfare advocates.

While the Forest department
employs technologies and per-
sonnel to monitor elephant
movements, concerns are being
raised about the effectiveness of
these measures in preventing
such incidents.

Notably, some individuals are
reportedly profiting by sharing
images and videos of animals
on social media. Despite the ex-
istence of over 10 such accounts,
the Forest department has yet
to take action, contributing to
the rise of similar incidents,
said former wildlife warden
Subhendu Mallik.

Police said Paikaray had sev-

eral criminal cases registered
against him at various police sta-
tions in and outside the district.
He had returned home two years
ago after remaining behind bar
in connection with a case.

Paikaray was supervising the
construction of a culvert on the
main road of Pathrapalli village
when three unidentified miscre-
ants arrived at the spot and start-
ed video recordings the works,
Sunday morning.

Later, they asked the workers

No shortcuts in busmess. Kar

Bikalananda Kar’s Rasagola from Salepur is a household
favourite confectionary outlet in Odisha. Decades ago,
Bikalananda Kar had started this sweets business
under a banyan tree, selling rasagolas and bara
dalma. He would travel to fairs and festivals, using his
skills to attract customers. Inspired by his
entrepreneurial spirit, his family has carried the
business forward across generations. Today, nearly

a century later, his granddaughters Sai Sibani Kar and
Saipriya Kar continue his legacy. In an exclusive interview with
Orissa POST, she shares insights about the business and its expansion. Excerpts...
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od of preparation make it
different from any other
variant in the market. But
beyond the taste, it’s also
about authenticity. We are
the only brand with the
official GI tag for Odisha’s
Rasagola, proving our prod-
uct’s originality and histori-
cal significance. Moreover,
every sweet we make car-
ries the blessings of Lord
Jagannath. For us, Rasago-
la isn’t just a dessert—it’'sa
cultural and spiritual heri-
tage of Odisha. That’s what
makes it truly special.

® Our philosophy has always
been simple: Deliver the
best quality food at a nom-
inal price. We never com-
promise on quality, and we
ensure that every customer
who walks in gets exactly
what they need. Whether
it's traditional sweets or
new-age fusion desserts, we
focus on taste, affordability,
and variety under one roof.

® How do you keep up with
the surging competition
in this industry?

® The food industry is highly
competitive, with numer-
ous brands offering sweets,
snacks, baked goods, and
more. The approach has
always been to evolve with
time while maintaining the
authenticity of our prod-
ucts. We also recognised
the health-conscious shift
in consumer preferences.
That’s why we became the
first brand in Odisha to
launch Stevia Rasagola, a
sugar-free version that has
been well-received by dia-
betic and health-conscious
consumers. This ability to in-
novate while staying true to
our core product has helped
us stay ahead in the market.

Sai Sibani Kar

B Can you tell us about
your early life and what
led you to enter the con-
fectionery industry?

® This business was started
by my late grandfather in
1924-25 in Salepur, Odisha.
He started in a small hut,
making Rasagola by hand,
along with a few other tra-
ditional sweets like Chhe-
na Gaja and Gulab Jamun.
Over time, the business was
passed down to the second
generation—my father and
his brothers—who intro-
duced mechanisation and
proper packaging to expand
our reach. Growing up, my
father always involved me
in discussions about the
business—its challenges,
decisions, and future pros-
pects. Those conversations
sparked my interest in this
venture. Even during my
college days, I knew I would
eventually join the family
business. After completing
my B.Com and an MBA in
Hospitality Management, I
officially stepped in around
7-8 years ago. My education
has helped me understand
modern business dynamics
while staying true to our
brand’s legacy. My young-
er sister Saipriya and I have
decided to take the family
business to new heights.

® How has your journey
been so far? Do you have
any expansion plans?

¥ The journey has been both
challenging and rewarding.
Transitioning from a small-
scale business to a national-
ly recognised brand was not
easy. At present, our packed
Rasagola is exported global-
ly, and we are continuously
working on increasing shelf
life without compromising
on its taste. We have also
expanded into bakery, choc-
olates, ice creams, and nam-
keen, ensuring we cater to
every segment of the market.

B With decades of experi-
ence, what advice would
yvou give to the newcom-
ers in this business?

® Food industry is one of the
most challenging and risky
sectors because you are di-
rectly responsible for some-
thing people consume. Main-
taining hygiene, quality, and
consistency is non-negotia-
ble. Many brands emerge
every year, but only those
who prioritise quality and
customer trust can sustain in
the long run. Shortcuts might
give quick profits, but they
don’t create lasting brands.
One lesson I've learnt from
my father is that there are no
shortcuts in business. Hard
work, patience, and contin-
uous improvement are the
only ways to build a brand
that lasts for generations.

B What impact has online de-
livery had on your sales?

® Online delivery has been a
game changer for us. Earlier,
Rasagola was mostly a local
delight, but now we can ship
it across the country and
even internationally. E-com-
merce platforms have helped
us reach customers who oth-
erwise wouldn’t have access
to our products. It has also
pushed us to improve our
packaging and shelf-life
techniques to ensure fresh-
ness upon delivery.

B What makes Bikalananda
Kar’s Rasagola so special?
® OQur Rasagola is unique be-
cause it follows a tradition-
al Odia recipe passed down
through generations. The

B With the growing mar-
ket base in this business,
what is your unique sell-
ing point?

MAHANADI COALFIELDS LIMITED

(A Subsidiary of Coal India Limited)

texture, flavour, and meth-
Jagruti Vihar, Burla - 768020, Dist. - Sambalpur, Odisha
Tel. (EPABX) : 0663-2542461 to 469 Website : www.mahanadicoal.in

TMCL
NOTICE

All the tenders issued by CIL and its Subsidiaries for
procurement of Goods, Works and Services are available on
website of Coal India Ltd www.coalindia.in, respective
subsidiary Company, (MCL,www.mahanadicoal.in), CIL e-
Procurement portal https://coalindiatenders.nic.in and
Central Public Procurement Portal https://eprocure.gov.in.
In addition, procurement is also done through GeM portal
https:/igem.gov.in R-5245

to summon the contractor to the
site. One of the labourers in-
formed Paikaray over phone and
called him to the site. As soon
as Paikaray got down from his
bike, one of the miscreants shot
him on his head and fled. Pai-
karay collapsed on the ground.
The labourers rushed him to a
nearby hospital where doctors
pronounced him dead.

BJP MLA Nayak, Kodala block

chairman Suryanarayan Nayak,
BJP leaders Sitaram Choudhury,
Meera Deo, Ram Prasad Moha-
rana and several others were
present at the hospital.

A team led by the ASP Pri-
yaranjan Prusty, and Puru-
sottampur SDPO Deepak Kumar
Mishra rushed to the spot and
launched an investigation after
sending the body for post-mor-
tem. Prusty said that all those
involved in the murder will be
arrested soon.

Ex block vice-chairperson scripts success story

POST NEWS NETWORK

Daringbadi, March 30: Bi-
lasini Nayak of Greenbadi vil-
lage under Daringbadi block in
Kandhamal district has estab-
lished herself as a successful
woman farmer and brought a
turnaround in her fortune by
cultivating maize and tomatoes
on her farmland, a report said.

Bilasini was elected as a Sami-
ti member from 2007 to 2012,
and later served as the block
vice chairperson following her
nomination to the post. She was
re-elected as a Samiti member

for a second term from 2012 to
2017. During this period she
dedicated her tenure to public
service.

Additionally, she led several
agitations and movements in
her region for alcohol prohi-
bition, and served as the state
secretary of the Odisha Pradesh
Congress Committee (OPCC).
She also contested for the Kand-
hamal MP seat, but was unsuc-
cessful in her endeavour.

However, despite her active
involvement in social service
and local issues, Bilasini has
placed significant emphasis on

agriculture. This season, she
cultivated maize and tomatoes
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on her two acres of land, gener-
ating more than 2.5 lakh earn-

ings from the harvest. Encour-
aged by her success, she now
plans to expand her farming
operations further.

“My husband, Jyoti Nayak,
has been a constant support in
my agricultural ventures,” Bi-
lasini said.

“This year I have also ven-
tured into cultivating American
sweet corn, which has gained
considerable demand in the lo-
cal markets of late,” she added.

Confident in her farming en-
deavors, she is optimistic about
further growth and contributing
to the agricultural economy.
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